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Section W1 (25 marks) 
Write a composition of 200–250 words on ONE of the following topics: 
 
1. Which famous person would you most like to meet, and why? 
2. Describe your favourite film. 
3. Give an account of a great achievement. 
4. ‘Internet companies should be allowed to collect your personal information.’ 

Discuss. 
 

Title: 
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Ask for extra paper if required. 
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Section W2 (15 marks) 
 
You must do both Task 1 and Task 2 
They both relate to the situation below: 
 
An older cousin who you don’t know very well is getting married and has invited 
you to the wedding. 
 

Task 1- Write a formal letter of 80–100 words to your cousin. 
 
In your letter, you should: 

 congratulate your cousin 

 accept the invitation 
(Include the addresses in the letter but do not include them in the number of words.) 
 
 

Task 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now go to task 2 to complete this section. Extra space on page 4 
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Section W2 (continued) 

An older cousin who you don’t know very well is getting married and has invited 
you to the wedding. 
 
Task 2- Write an email of about 50 words to a friend.  
 
In your email, you should: 

 tell your friend about the wedding you have been invited to  

 ask your friend for advice on what present to buy 
 

 

 

extra space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: 

 

Subject: 

 

Message: 
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Section R1 (13 marks) 
Read the following passage and answer all the questions. 
 

Pioneering Flight 
 

In 1947, flying from Australia to England took four days and required nine stops. Seventy 
years later, the 2017 route had become much simpler and more direct. However, it still 
required at least one refuelling stop, meaning the journey took around 20 hours. In 
March the following year, however, airline passengers experienced history. Qantas 
flight QF9 took off from Perth, Western Australia in the evening and landed in London 
17 hours later, without stopping.  

The flight is the first direct passenger service between the two continents, covering a 
distance of 9,009-miles. This is 24% further than Qantas Airline’s previous longest route 
of 7,275 miles, between London and Jakarta.  Currently, the world's longest direct flight 
is 9,025 miles from Qatar to New Zealand, operated by Qatar Airways. Qantas is already 
planning non-stop flights from Eastern Australia to Europe, which it intends to add to 
its global schedules within five years. 

Aviation consultant John Strickland said, ‘This Perth-London route is a test of how 
successful long-haul flying can be. We’ll see if the investment is worthwhile.’ Rico 
Merkert, from Sydney’s business school, is already a believer, ‘These travellers want to 
fly fast and comfortably, and they’re prepared to pay the premium.’ Lisa Norman, the 
captain, said, ‘It’s an amazing development and very exciting.’ The Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliners on the Perth-London route have several advantages over other models, 
including lower noise levels, improved air quality and larger windows. They offer 42 
business class flat-bed seats, 28 premium economy seats and 166 economy seats, 
slightly fewer than non-direct flights. 

However, comparing flight times and prices shows the difficulties Qantas faces. Return 
economy flights start at £1,095. Going via Singapore or Abu Dhabi takes three hours 
longer but costs start from only £580. The added advantage of stopping on route is the 
chance to escape the cramped economy seating. Qantas hope that at least their inflight 
meals, voted as among the best in the world, will please any passengers unhappy with 
other aspects of the flight. For many on the direct flight, however, taking off at dusk 
and landing before dawn, means experiencing the world’s longest flight without 
daylight, which might not be very appealing. The success of this route will lie in 
customer satisfaction.  

For questions 1-3, please answer in complete sentences. (2 marks each) 

 
1. How long will direct flights from Perth to London now take? 
 

  

2.  What new route is Qantas Airways hoping to offer in the future? 
 

  

3. From the outside, how does a 787-9 Dreamliner plane look different to others? 
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For questions 4-8, tick () the box. (1 mark each) 
 

4. The first non-stop flight between Australia and Europe was in 2017. 
  

 True   False  

 
5. The route from Perth to London is now the world’s longest non-stop route. 
  

 True   False  

 

6. Who is unsure if the flights will be commercially successful? 
   
 A Lisa Norman 
 B John Strickland 
 C Rico Merkert 
         

 A   B   C  

 

7. The Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner is  
 
 A mainly for business travellers. 
 B the largest plane in the world. 
 C quieter than other planes. 
         

 A   B   C  

 
8. Passengers who choose the direct Perth to London route can enjoy  
 
 A spectacular views of the sunrise around the globe. 
 B competitively priced economy tickets.  
 C world class inflight dining. 
         

 A   B   C  

 
Write the words in the box. (½ a mark each) 
 
9. Find the word or phrase in the passage which means the SAME as: 
 

worldwide (paragraph 2)  

  

extra cost (paragraph 3)  

 
10. Find the word or phrase in the passage which means the OPPOSITE of: 
 

spacious (paragraph 4)  

  

unattractive (paragraph 4)  
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Section R2 (7 marks) 

Read the five short news stories below. Choose from the articles (A to E) and 

complete the answer grid. The articles may be chosen more than once. One has 

been done for you as an example.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which article, A, B, C, D or E, talks about 

 

a recent invention that uses smell? e.g. B 

a comparison between the popularity of two smells? 1  

the effect of smell on speed of thinking? 2  

reasons for losing your sense of smell?  3  

a smell which has divided opinion? 4  

financial benefits of a nice smell? 5  

smells used to detect disease? 6  

a previously unexplained smell? 7  

  

B. In future, a new smell test should be able to 

help museums look after their art works. Special 

chemical sensors can detect smells given off by 

objects which are starting to decay, before the 

decay is even visible. This technique can be used on 

everything from plastic sculptures to decomposing 

paper. The test works in the same way as doctors 

who diagnose some illnesses by analysing the 

chemical compounds in human breath. 

A. Perfume fans have always known that 

perfumes make you smell nice but the latest 

perfumes claim to make you feel better or 

even work better. New brand St Giles uses 

rosemary, which it claims makes wearers feel 

more alert, by increasing the speed and 

accuracy of their mental performance. 

C. For about a year, commuters 

have been commenting on the 

fact that the District line 

platform at Victoria tube station 

smells rather odd. Some think it 

smells disgusting; others like a 

delicious steak. Investigation has 

revealed that the source of the 

smell is a new burger 

restaurant, Bleekers, which 

opened its doors at the same 

time as the smell appeared, and 

which backs on to the end of the 

platform. Vegetarians beware! 

E. If you want to sell your 

house, you should pay as much 

attention to how it smells as 

how it looks. In a recent 

survey, 86% of British 

homebuyers said that the nicer 

the smell in a house, the more 

likely they would be to buy the 

property. The smell of freshly 

baked bread was the most 

popular scent, with 35% of 

people preferring it. But 67% 

of people were put off by the 

smell of pets. 

D. As you get older, it is normal 

to lose sensitivity to smells (this 

is called anosmia). But if this is 

happening to you, it is probably 

worth mentioning it next time 

you visit your doctor, as it could 

also be a result of a nasal 

condition, such as blocked 

sinuses, or caused by a seasonal 

allergy. Occasionally, it can also 

be a symptom of a more serious 

illness. 
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Section R3 (10 marks) 
Choose the correct answer in each sentence and tick the box. 
 

Example: 
 You’re not going out before        finishing       your homework. 

  A  finish 
 

B  finishing  C  to finish  D  finished 

         

1. I had no idea you _________________ chocolate so much. 

  A  had loved  B  loving  C  will love  D  loved 

     

2. Let’s wait here until she _________________ me on my mobile. 

  A  will call  B  calling  C  calls  D  called 

     

3. I don’t mind _________________ the washing up – it’s my turn. 

  A  do  B  to do  C  doing  D  done 

     

4. He _________________ less tired if he went to bed earlier. 

  A  is  B  was  C  will be  D  would be 

     

5. You’d better not _________________ your purse on the table. 

  A  leave  B  left  C  leaving  D  to leave 

     

6. It’s high time you _________________ to bed. It’s nearly midnight. 

  A  go  B  went  C  will go  D  have gone 

     

7. As long as you _________________ your best, everybody will be happy. 

  A  do  B  make  C  put  D  take 

     

8. Tina can’t _________________ the vase: she was at work this morning. 

  A  be 
    breaking 

 B  be 
    broken 

 C  have 
    broken 

 D  had broken 

     

9. Everything’s wet. It _________________ for hours now. 

  A  rained  B  was 
    raining 

 C  had 
    rained 

 D  has been 
    raining 

     

10. Fire instructions must _________________ on every occasion. 

  A  obey  B  obeyed  C  be 
    obeyed 

 D  have 
    obeyed 
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Section W3 (10 marks)   
Rewrite the sentences to give the same meaning as the original. Rewrite all 
direct speech as reported speech. 
 

Example: 
 I wish I hadn’t left the party so early. 

  

I regret leaving the party so early. 

  

1. He burnt the cake because he forgot to turn off the oven. 

 

If 

  

2. Her dog bit me and ate my dinner.  

  

Not only 

  

3. Someone is repairing my laptop. 

  

My laptop 

  

4. ‘Have you practised your song for the concert?’ asked Emma. 
  

Emma asked me if 

  

5. Maybe Freda left her new phone on the bus. 

  

Freda could 
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Section R4 (10 marks)  
Read the following sentences. They make a story. Write ONE missing word in each 
space. 
 
Example: 
 The town    where    I was born is a very friendly place. 

  

1. In our friendly town, everyone gets ________________ with everyone else. 

  

2. Visitors from other places are always surprised at ________________ kind the 
local people are. 

  

3. Local people are always generous to strangers, even ________________ the 
town is not a rich one. 

  

4. People chat to each ________________ on buses, in shops and in the street. 

  

5. It’s impossible for anyone ________________ feel lonely here! 

  

6. Many young families move here because ________________ the excellent 
schools. 

  

7. There are also many elderly people here ________________ enjoy the 
atmosphere and the lovely countryside nearby. 

  

8. Unsurprisingly, it ________________ recently voted the happiest place in the 
UK. 

  

9. As a _______________, more people want to move here than ever. 

  

10. I hope to return here myself, ________________ the future. 
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Section R5 (10 marks) 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in brackets. 
 
Example: 
 I      accidentally      dropped the bottle and it broke. (accident) 

   

1. She won first prize in the school science _________________. (compete) 

   

2. She’s a vegetarian because she hates _________________ to 
animals. 

(cruel) 

   

3. John typed the email _________________ and made lots of mistakes. (care) 

   

4. He is one of the top five tennis _________________ in the world. (play) 

   

5. This pasta is very _________________. Can you tell me how you 
made it? 

(taste) 

   

6. Fresh peas are more expensive than _________________ ones. (freeze) 

   

7. The _________________ pulled a rabbit out of a hat. (magic) 

   

8. Please put your _________________ on the back of your new card. (sign) 

   

9. This is _________________ the funniest joke I’ve ever heard. (define) 

   

10. You’ll need a copy of your passport or _________________ card. (identify) 
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