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Section W1 (25 marks) 
Write a composition of 200–250 words on ONE of the following topics: 
 
1. What is the most important thing you own and why? 
2. Describe a place that is very special to you. 
3. Give an account of a time when you felt really proud. 
4. It is better to live in the countryside than in the city. Discuss. 
 

Title: 
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Ask for extra paper if required. 
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Section W2 (15 marks) 
 
You must do both Task 1 and Task 2 
They both relate to the situation below: 
 
You bought a smartphone over the internet, but when it arrived it was broken. 
 

Task 1- Write a formal letter of 80–100 words to the company. 
 
In your letter, you should: 

 explain what the problem is 

 complain about the situation 
(Include the addresses in the letter but do not include them in the number of words.) 
 
 

Task 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now go to task 2 to complete this section. Extra space on page 4 
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Section W2 (continued) 

You bought a smartphone over the internet, but when it arrived it was broken. 
 
Task 2- Write an informal email of about 50 words to a friend.  
 
In your email, you should: 

 tell your friend about the phone 

 ask his/her advice about buying a different smartphone 
 

 

 

extra space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: 

 

Subject: 

 

Message: 
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Section R1 (13 marks) 
Read the following passage and answer all the questions. 
 

Goat Man 
 

Tom Thwaites is a designer who describes himself as interested in technology and 
science. In 2014, he was unemployed. One day, while walking his friend’s poodle, he 
thought, ‘A dog’s life must be better than mine.’ This marked the beginning of a new 
project – to understand what makes us different to animals. He briefly considered being 
an elephant, but learned that, of all mammals, they are most similar to humans in 
emotional behaviour. His other choice, a gorilla, would clearly have been a huge risk 
to his physical safety. He was advised that living as a goat would help him achieve his 
goals better. He located a goat-herder online who was happy to work with him and 
applied for a financial grant to study animal psychology. This was enough to fund his 
experiment. 

Thwaites was keen to be accepted by the goats, so he had some legs especially designed 
to help him to walk convincingly. He also had a helmet and a chest protector in case 
any animals became aggressive. He even designed a goat’s stomach out of plastic so he 
could eat raw grass, but had to abandon this idea after being warned of the health 
issues of such a limited diet. 

In the Swiss Alps, Thwaites spent three days mixing with goats. He had no human 
company other than the goat-herder, who occasionally checked his animals, and a 
photographer, who observed from a distance. Thwaites found that his false legs were 
the greatest problem. Although he continued to use them, going downhill was 
particularly painful and he kept falling over. At first, the goats did not seem happy with 
the newcomer, and he thought they might attack him. The goat-herder explained that 
Thwaites had taken the highest point on the hillside, which was an error. In goat 
hierarchy, he should have been lower down. He followed this advice and the animals 
immediately tolerated him.   

Thwaites has written a book, in which he describes his observations, including how 
surprisingly physical a goat’s life is, and how tolerant they are. He now wants to keep 
a herd of goats himself, but needs to move out of London first.  

For questions 1-3, please answer in complete sentences. (2 marks each) 

 
1. Why did Thwaites want to experience life as an animal? 
 

  

2.  Where did Thwaites get the money from for his project? 
 

  

3. What did he learn about goats from the project? 
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For questions 4-8, tick () the box. (1 mark each) 
 

4. Thwaites was the only person on the mountain. 
  

 True   False  

 
5. At the beginning of the project, one of the goats attacked him.  
  

 True   False  

 

6. Which animal first inspired Thwaites to become Goat Man? 
   
 A a dog  
 B an elephant 
 C a gorilla 
         

 A   B   C  

 

7. Which item did Thwaites stop using? 
 
 A false legs 
 B chest protector 
 C plastic stomach 
         

 A   B   C  

 
8. Why did the goats not accept Thwaites initially? 
 
 A He didn’t resemble a goat enough. 
 B He was in the wrong position.   
 C He kept falling over. 
         

 A   B   C  

 
Write the words in the box. (½ a mark each) 
 
9. Find the word or phrase in the passage which means the SAME as: 
 

danger (paragraph 1)  

  

mistake (paragraph 3)  

 
10. Find the word or phrase in the passage which means the OPPOSITE of: 
 

cooked (paragraph 2)  

  

varied (paragraph 2)  
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Section R2 (7 marks) 

Read the five short news stories below. Choose from the articles (A to E) and 

complete the answer grid. The articles may be chosen more than once. One has 

been done for you as an example.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which article, A, B, C, D or E, talks about 

 

forgotten jewellery? e.g. E 

a request to the public for help? 1  

a grateful person? 2  

the wrong footwear? 3  

a financial gift? 4  

a return visit? 5  

a near miss for diners? 6  

an animal at the wheel? 7  

  

B. A dog smashed through a pet-shop window 

in Xian, China, but it wasn’t trying to escape 

– it was driving a car at the time. According 

to reports, the dog jumped into the Mini 

while its owner, who works in the vegetable 

shop next door, had left the engine running. 

Cameras appear to show no one in the car at 

first, before a dog emerges covered in glass 

but unhurt. 

A. A millionaire crashed his Ferrari into the window 

of a bread shop in Oporto, Portugal, causing 

thousands of euros of damage. Video footage 

showed that the car drove down the road and then 

suddenly reversed at speed, hitting the kerb. It 

came dangerously close to hitting twenty people 

eating at a restaurant next door. The driver said he 

lost control when his sandals had got caught under 

the car’s pedal. 

C. A gift shop in Alberta, 

Canada, had an unusual 

customer last week when a deer 

popped in to browse the 

shelves. Shop assistant, Marnie 

Jones, marked the moment by 

taking the deer’s picture. She 

then persuaded the animal to 

leave the shop by placing 

peanuts in a field nearby. About 

thirty minutes later, she was 

surprised to see the deer back 

with three other members of its 

family. 

E. A woman who gave two 

valuable rings to a charity by 

accident has thanked the 

workers for their honesty. She 

had left two diamond rings in 

the pocket of a coat she 

donated. When she discovered 

the mistake, she phoned the 

shop. The manager of the shop 

said volunteers had discovered 

the items, and had put them 

to one side, in the hope of 

hearing from the owner. 

D. Charity shop workers sorting 

through donated clothes last 

week made an unexpected 

discovery - £5,000 in cash rolled 

up in a sock. They called the 

police who put out an appeal 

and heard from 15 people who 

had taken items to the shop. 

They were unable to identify  

the rightful owner, so the shop 

gave the money to a local 

homeless shelter. 
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Section R3 (10 marks) 
Choose the correct answer in each sentence and tick the box. 
 

Example: 
 We’d better        go       before it gets dark. 

  A  to go 
 

B  go  C  going  D  will go 

         

1. I’d rather you _________________ to music while I’m studying. 

  A  don’t 
    listen 

 B  didn’t 
    listen 

 C  aren’t 
    listening 

 D  hadn’t 
    listened 

     

2. It’s high time he _________________ work. 

  A  starts  B  should 
    start 

 C  started  D  is starting 

     

3. Please switch off the lights before _________________. 

  A  leaving  B  left  C  to leave  D  having left 

     

4. She is having her eyes _________________ next week. 

  A  test  B  to test  C  testing  D  tested 

     

5. The weather was so bad that we had to call _________________ the barbecue. 

  A  back  B  out  C  off  D  up 

     

6. I _________________ them the funny story about what happened in class. 

  A  told  B  said  C  spoke  D  talked 

     

7. I hope _________________ skiing next winter. 

  A  to go  B  going  C  will go  D  would go 

     

8. If you had spoken to him yesterday, he _________________ you. 

  A  has 
    helped 

 B  would 
    have 
    helped 

 C  must 
    have 
    helped 

 D  would help 

     

9. I’d accept the offer if they _________________ me. 

  A  will ask  B  have 
asked 

 C  asking  D  asked 

     

10. He had no idea you _________________ so beautifully. 

  A  to sing  B  are 
    singing 

 C  will sing  D  sang 
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Section W3 (10 marks)   
Rewrite the sentences to give the same meaning as the original. Rewrite all 
direct speech as reported speech. 
 

Example: 
 I don’t have an umbrella, so I can’t lend you one. 

  

If I had an umbrella, I would lend you one. 

  

1. We didn’t get an apology until the weekend.  

 

Not until 

  

2. ‘Don’t forget to call me tomorrow, Lina,’ he said. 

  

He reminded 

  

3. Jake wasn’t old enough to go to the concert on his own. 

  

If Jake 

  

4. We are looking into your request. 
  

Your request 

  

5. Perhaps Anna was ill yesterday.  

  

Anna 
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Section R4 (10 marks)  
Read the following sentences. They make a story. Write ONE missing word in each 
space. 
 
Example: 
 Fables    are    stories which teach us a lesson. 

  

1. One bright morning, a fox ________________ walking along a path in a wood 
when he saw a big, black bird. 

  

2. He looked up at a branch of a tree ________________ the bird was sitting. 

  

3. The bird had something in its beak which looked ________________ a piece of 
cheese. 

  

4. It smelt ________________ delicious that the fox wanted it for his breakfast. 

  

5. ‘Good-morning,’ said the fox but ________________ the fact that the bird had 
heard him, the bird didn’t answer. 

  

6. ‘Beautiful bird, I ________________ I had a voice as lovely as yours,’ 
continued the fox. 

  

7. ‘If you sang just one song, I ________________ call you Queen of Birds.’ 

  

8. The bird opened her beak ________________ sing and the cheese fell into the 
fox’s open mouth. 

  

9. ‘Thank you,’ said the fox as he walked away _______________ the bird. 

  

10. ‘Your voice is wonderful. However, you ought to ________________ more 
common sense!’ 
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Section R5 (10 marks) 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in brackets. 
 
Example: 

 
The farmhouse is large and has several   agricultural   buildings. 
  

(agriculture) 

   

1. They had dinner in a _________________ restaurant. (romance) 

   

2. The bathrooms in the hotel are _________________. (luxury) 

   

3. All the flats in the building are _________________ furnished and 
well equipped. 

(comfort) 

   

4. The gold coins were found _________________ by a farmer on his 

land last week. 

(accident) 

   

5. Daniel has wanted to be a _________________ since he was 11 
years old. 

(magic) 

   

6. We need to find a _________________ to this problem. (solve) 

   

7. For years, doctors have tried _________________ to find a cure for 
the common cold and they are still looking. 

(success) 

   

8. He is only 18 and much too _________________ to be the manager 
of a football club. 

(experience) 

   

9. We need to _________________ more people to take part in the 
competition. 

(courage) 

   

10. The _________________ of this chef is French regional food. (special) 
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